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MESSAGE: 



THIS MESSAGE tS IM TENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH \T IS ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN ^FORMATION THAT IS 
PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED 
RECPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE MESSAGE TO THE W TENDED RECPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFED THAT 
ANY DISSEM NATION, DISTRIBUTION OR COPYNG OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHBrTED. F YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN 
ERROR, PLEASE NOTFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS BY MAIL THANK YOU. 



F YOU HAVE ANY TRANSMISSION DIFFICULTY, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE FACSIMILE DEPARTMENT AT (312) 701-7981 

Brussels Charlotte Chicago Cologne Frankfurt Houston London Los Angeles Manchester New York Palo Alto Paris Washington, D.C. 
Independent Mexico City Correspondent: Jauregui, Navarrete, Nader y Rojas, S.C. 

Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw LLP operates in combination with our associated English limited liability partnership in the offices listed above. 
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Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw LLP 
190 South LaSafle Street 
Chicago, IHino is 60603-3441 



BY FACSIMILE 



Examiner Lynda Salvatore 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Group Art Unit 1771 



Main Tel (312) 782-0600 
Main Fax (312) 701-7711 
www.mayafbrownrowe.com 



Douglas M. Eveteigh 

Direct Tel (312) 701-8738 
Direct Fax (312) 706-9139 




Re: Application No. 09/955,822, filed September 18, 
2001. Our Docket No. 01831049 



Dear Examiner Salvatore: 

Per your request, we are providing a summary of the topics for the telephonic interview 
scheduled for March 28, 2005 at 3:00 (prevailing eastern time) for the above-identified 
application. 

We would like to discuss the final office action dated November 17, 2004, and in 
particular the double patenting rejections (both statutory and non-statutory) of claims 53 and 65. 
With respect to these rejections, we believe that the claim element of having a substrate "directly 
bonded" to the decorative laminate top layer assembly (claim 53) or having a water resistant 
substrate "directly bonded" to the core layer (claim 65) obviates the double-patenting rejections 
of claims 53 and 65 (and those depending there from). The Examiner's attention is directed to 
the discussion in paragraph [0047] of the disclosure and the definition of "directly bonded" 
found in paragraph [0051] of the disclosure. With respect to the non-statutory double patenting 
rejections of claims 84 and % (and those depending therefrom) the applicants wish to speak with 
the Examiner regarding the possibility of filing a terminal disclaimer to place these claims in 
condition for allowance. 

Please contact me at (312) 701-8738 if you have any questions regarding the above. I 
look forward to discussing this case with you on March 28. 
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Sincerely, 
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